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THE WORLD COURT DEBATE OPENS 





HE formal debate on the Permanent 

Court of International Justice has at 
last begun. Senator Swanson this week 
opens the discussion with a comprehensive 
defense of his resolution scheduled to come 
before the Senate December 17. [t is the 
hope of the more optimistic of the Demo- 
cratic and Republican leaders that a fav- 
orable vote may be reached before the tax 
bill is reported out of the Senate commit- 
tee the middle or the last of January. 


Certainly the prospects for our Govern- 
ment’s adherence never seemd so bright as 
now. The President is throwing his vast 
influence into the fight. No more cogent 
argument for prompt action by the Sen- 
ate has been made anywhere than his terse 
analysis in his annual message. His argu- 
ment is irrefutable. 

If we are going to support any court, it 
would not be one that we have set up alone 
or which reflects only our ideals. Other na- 
tions have their customs and their institutions, 
their thoughts and their methods of life. If 
a court is going to be international, its com- 
position will have to yield to what is good in 
all these various elements. Neither will it be 
possible to support a court which is exactly 
perfect, or under which we assume absolutely 
no obligations. If we are seeking that op- 
portunity we might as well declare that we 
are opposed to supporting any court. 
Moreover, there are many indications 

that the danger of differences between 
the Democrats and the Republicans on 
questions of phraseology are diminishing. 
There seems no longer any tendency in 
Administration circles to flirt with the 
Irreconcileables. It is now clearly real- 
ized that such efforts—obviously vain— 
could only jeopardize the Democratic sup- 
port now pledged. 


In addition to the four reservations now 


agreed upon, as summarized by the Pres- 
ident—(1) That we do not assume any ob- 


ligations under the League; (2) that we 
may participate upon an equality with 
other States in the election of judges; (3) 
that the Congress shall determine what 
part of the expenses we shall bear; (4) 
that the Court Statute shall not be amend- 
ed without our consent—there will prob- 
ably be added two others. One will be in 
reference to Advisory Opinions, in an ef- 
fort to perpetuate the present practices of 
the Court and prevent the possibility of 
secret Advisory Opinions. The second 
probability is a requirement that no case 
may be referred to the Court by our Gov- 
ernment until the compromis—the basis 
of agreement between the nations con- 
cerned—has been referred to the Senate 
and received a two-thirds vote. This ex- 
pression of perennial Senatorial jealousy 
of executive “usurpation” may prove a 
grave embarrassment. 


Senator Borah who will lead the fight 
against adherence, is expected to make 
his case at length on Friday of this week. 
It seems altogether unlikely, however, 
that he will be able to rally one-third of 
the Senators to support him. Quite aside 
from the merits of the Court, there are 
many Republican Senators who hesitate 
to vote against the President and others 
who dislike to strengthen the position of 
Borah in the country. Unlike in the 
League of Nations fight, most of the im- 
ponderable political forces now tend to 
weaken the Irreconcilibles. 


JAMES G. MCDONALD. 


Russian Recognition ? 


ERHAPS undue importance has been 
attached to the dinner given by a group 
of American bankers to a group of Rus- 
sian industrialists on December 10 in New 
York. Nevertheless, the gathering was of 











= 





interest even if, as the bankers claim, it 
was without political significance. Among 
those present were Reeve Schey, Vice- 
President of the Chase National Bank; 
Charles H. Sabin, of the Guaranty Trust 
Co.; C. H. Dillon, of Dillon, Reed & 
Co.; Richard T. Harris, President of 
the New York Cotton Exchange, Arthur 
W. Loasby, President of the Equit- 
able Trust Co.; William Ewing, of J. P. 
Morgan’s and representatives of various 
automotive and other industries, and vari- 
ous Soviet organizations, such as the Am- 
torg Trading Corporation, the All-Russian 
Textile Syndicate, the State Bank of Rus- 
sia and the Central Cooperative Society. 

If even three years ago an announce- 
ment of such a gathering had been made 
in the press it might well have been greet- 
ed with incredulity. Now, however, it is 
merely one more indication of the growing 
importance attached to Russian commer- 
cial developments. 

Four days later the All-Russian Textile 
Syndicate issued a report to show that its 
purchases in the United States in the 
last two years have totaled $96,500,- 
000 asserting that fifty-five steamers 
have been chartered to carry textile 
machinery and dyes to Russia. Their 
balance sheet as of September 30 shows 
assets of $13,917,659 with $3,709,000 cash 
in banks and on hand. 

The N. Y. World on December 14 pub- 
lished an interview with Senator William 
E. Borah, in which he asserted that he was 
in a position to state “on the most au- 
thentic authority” that in matters of debt, 
confiscation of American property and 
propaganda, Russia is ready and pre- 
pared to deal with these matters in a most 
reasonable and satisfactory way. On De- 
cember 10, Mr. Borah reintroduced into 
the Senate his resolution looking toward 
negotiations which would inquire into the 
possibility of recognition. 

The N. Y. Times remarks editorially 
that while it would question the good faith 
of any promises given by the Soviets, there 
is no doubt that the Russian Government 
can secure recognition from the United 
States if it meets the required ee 


The 37th Council Meeting 


HE Council of the League of Nations 

has decided upon the constitution and 
the program of the special commission to 
prepare for a disarmament conference. 
The preparatory commission, whose first 
meeting is scheduled for February 15, 
1926, will consist of representatives of the 
ten states, members of the Council, and of 
six other states, members of the League. 
In addition, Germany, Russia and the 
United States will be invited to send 
representatives, and it is probable that 
at least Germany will accept. The 
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program of the commission includes naval 
as well as military armaments; therefore, 
unless the United States is willing to par- 
ticipate, there is small prospect of success 
for the Conference. 


The Council, apparently undiscouraged 
by Tchitcherin’s recent fulminations 
against the League, made another bid for 
Russia’s cooperation by deciding to invite 


the Soviet government to send a represen- | 


tative to the special committee which is to 
prepare for an international economic 
conference. 


The Greco-Bulgarian dispute was defi- 
nitely settled when the Council adopted 
the report of its commission of inquiry, 
which declares the recent invasion of Bul- 
garia by Greece unjustifiable, imposes a 
fine of 30,000,000 levas ($219,000) on 
Greece, and provides for a modus vivendi 
along the frontier. Greece has accepted 
the Council’s decision. 


By its prompt action in this dispute, the 
League has proved its effectiveness in pre- 
venting war. Moreover, the clear-cut de- 
cision of the Council definitely brands 
armed invasion as unwarrantable. 





Secretary Mellon’s plan, announced De- 
cember 11, for the prompt return of the 
alien property to its German owners and 
the indemnification of Americans for their 
claims against Germany through a bond 
issue, deserves careful study. The Ger- 
man-American Mixed Claims Commission 
is about to complete its work. It deserves 
the very highest praise for the speed and 
fairness with which it has adjudicated the 
thousands of claims brought before it. The 
total of the claims allowed will amount to 
somewhat more than $200,000,000. 





As was anticipated, faced by bitter 
hostility in both the Senate and the 
Chamber, Loucheur has resigned. Briand 
is expected to name Senator Paul Doumer 
who is said to favor an increase of indirect 
taxation rather than the heavy burden of 
direct levies totaling an additional 8,000,- 
000,000 francs for 1926 which Loucheur 
was urging. There is still a possibility 
that Loucheur’s fall may bring down the 
whole Cabinet. The only grain of en- 
couragement in this new crisis is that 
Loucheur’s defeat is attributable, at least 
in part, to his personal unpopularity and 
is, therefore, not necessarily a proof that 
a program of drastic new taxes is im- 
possible. 





The Ruhr-Lorraine Industrial Problem, 
by Guy Greer, 1925, New York, Macmil- 
lan. Mr. Greer’s volume, a thorough 
technical study, throws a brilliant light 
on the economic relations between 
France and Germany. 


The Editors assume responsibility for the opinions expressed in this Bulletin. <EBeow 
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